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The WISP Industry Today

 Wireless Internet Service Providers are a 
viable third carrier for real broadband service.

 Their national combined footprint has potential 
to cover over 75 MILLION Households!

 Equipment advances allow for much higher 
speed offerings than just a few years ago.

 Speeds that can be offered meet the desires of 
the National Broadband Plan.



3

WISP presence according to the 
National Broadband Map
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Coverage as best we know today.
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Demographics

 Based on Census 2000 figures, the combined 
industry can reach 75,584,233 households.

 That represents 71.66% of the American 
homes.

 The Fixed Wireless Internet industry is made 
up of many small independent companies. 

 This industry is not “too big to fail”.
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Realities

 Most WISP’s use primarily unlicensed and 
SHARED spectrum.

 Interference is a daily challenge.
 WISP’s are not just rural.
 They do not have access to enough spectrum 

to serve the potential number of households 
they can reach.
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Areas without Broadband

 Rural markets are very challenging.
 Backhaul costs and bandwidth charges are 

much higher than metro markets.
 Household density per square mile is over 90% 

less in unserved areas as compared to areas 
with existing broadband.
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Areas without Broadband (cont.)

 With household density less than 10% of what 
current cable and DSL deployments support, 
Fixed Wireless Broadband offers the most 
promise for rapid, reliable and sustainable high 
speed internet services to the unserved areas.

 The cost for these networks is pennies on the 
dollar compared to other technologies.

 Time to market is much quicker.
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Examples of Existing Statewide 
Deployment Intelligence
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